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Nepean High School





Arts Department
ADD 2O, ADD 3M, ADD 4M : Theatre Production   
Prerequisite:  None  

Teacher Name: Ms. Coltman, Mr. Kanter
  Student Name: _____________



Course Description:  This locally designed course allows students to explore the diverse facets of theatrical production and performance; to research and produce original productions of existing plays and/or to write new material; to serve the community using theatrical skills; to develop their creative and collaborative abilities in an ensemble; and to develop a critical appreciation of the professional theatre.  Students will be engaged in all stages and elements of a full scale theatrical production from inception to final performance and strike.
UNITS OF STUDY:  

	Unit 1
	Planning, Rehearsal, Pre-production, Performance, Finished Product (part of summative)
	90 hours

	Unit 2
	Beyond the Classroom Project
	10 hours

	Summative Project & Classes
	
	10 hours


Assessment and Evaluation: 
	Category and Types of Assessment

	Creating and Presenting

Teacher, self and peer assessment of the following: plans, designs, drawings, prompt books, scripts, character notes, schedules, book-keeping, order-forms, record-keeping, finished products, logs and reflections, all performance and production work;( self and teacher evaluation - conference mark)

	Reflecting, Responding and Analysing

Assessment of play notes and reviews; work logs; written reflections

	Foundations

Teacher observation of participation and readiness to work in daily classroom practice; logs and reflection self and teacher evaluations of  Workload, Organization, Planning, Reliability, Responsibility, Initiative and Leadership, Conference mark

	Summative 

Self and teacher assessment of Creative Achievement in Production and Performance (conference mark); Summative Project; Participation in final summative classes 


Unit 1: Beyond the Classroom

Option A, 10 Hours of Community Service

Students will be encouraged to use drama and production skills within the school and broader communities to help others.  These projects will be designed by students in consultation with us and adults within the community.  Students may work individually or in small groups for this community service component and they are responsible for completing all the paperwork in relation to their project, and for submitting it on or before posted deadlines.
Many of the activities students already do will qualify for credit under Option A.  For example, all non-performance roles in Children’s Play would be eligible for credit.  Student directors and producers could submit their writing, casting, pre-production planning and organization work as part of this assignment.  N-Tek work in the school is another example of qualifying Community Service.
A prod “work crew” will be formed from time to time to clean, maintain, and organize Drama’s props, costumes, and storeroom.  If you are interested in applying for this crew to do your community service, please see one of us. It may also be possible to conduct Drama workshops in local schools.  
Option B, 10 hours of Watching and Reviewing Live Theatre

This unit consists of attending 2 major productions at local theatres, writing review notes and a polished, formal play review of each play.   Students must use the NHS Drama Review format for this assignment.  Copies of the guidelines are available from both instructors.
All play reviews must be submitted no later than two weeks after the performance date. Notes, polished formal reviews, ticket stubs and programs must be handed in together.  

DEADLINES
This year, all Beyond the Classroom Community Service work must be done and documentation must be submitted by December 16, 2016.   Students who do not submit their coursework in a timely fashion may be referred to the SST to help them get their work done.  If a student will be seeing a production after December 16th, they may ask for and receive an extension which will only be valid if given in writing by either of the course instructors in advance of the due date.
UNIT 2: The Production: From Soup to Nuts

Students will plan, write, design, stage manage, direct, produce, build, sew, rent, borrow, promote and operate technical equipment in this course. 

Students will need to demonstrate leadership, responsibility, time-management, and planning.  When possible, students will choose which production area they want to work in, and they will be formed into groups under a leader.   Everyone in the class needs to be prepared to show initiative and to develop problem-solving skills to meet or exceed the course expectations.

Furthermore, students will be asked to complete a number of short assignments and to keep hourly logs throughout the course.  Written assignments may consist of questionnaires, brainstorming, scenarios, prop lists, prompt books, cue lists, design sketches, publicity and promotional materials, advertising copy, character biographies, and reflections.  Materials will be assembled into student portfolios/logs and these will be evaluated several times throughout the course.

Unit 3: Summative Project

Students are encouraged to work on this summative, documentary project throughout the course.  This record may be a journal, log-book, photo-montage, video, gallery display, or dramatic presentation that communicates the knowledge they acquired, the experiences they had, and their analysis of, and reflection upon, the course work and ensemble experience.  Other summative evaluation will include a self-assessment, a teacher-student conference, and participation in the final full-class summative activities.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
The class is structured differently from other classes and it is important that students and parents understand and agree to follow and support its operating practices.  These practices make planning and rehearsing go smoothly for the entire ensemble, ensure a more fair distribution of work and evaluation, and make our final products worthy of our students and their audiences.  All students need to show initiative and responsibility as well as the”4 P’s”: punctuality, participation, persistence and positive attitude.

This information sheet outlines the course expectations for the 2016-2017 school year.  Please keep this as a reference throughout the course.

Since Theatre Production is driven by specific shows and projects, the timeframe of the course varies from that of regular courses.  This year the course runs both inside and outside the timetable, and we will all work intensively to prepare for, present, and clean up after our Spring performance. 
Regular Class Meetings, Rehearsals, and Production Sessions
While the course is divided into two sections and multiple grade levels to suit the school calendar and credit structure, the class operates as a theatre company in which all members have specific tasks and responsibilities.  
Next term grade students have the class scheduled in period 3.  We intend to run production sessions during lunch and the class time when our class falls after lunch, and from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm when it falls during last period.  Once we reach that stage of production, 11s and 12s will only be required to attend when they have production tasks, but grade 10s must always come to class to work on prod. or other school work.
Students may be required to attend other sessions before or after school as we near the show dates.   In February, March and the first week of April some rehearsal and production work will take place on Saturdays. It is a course expectation that you attend if required.  You must be available the week of April 3-8th before and after school, including evenings. 
Please ensure that after-school jobs and extra-curricular activities will not conflict with your commitment to this year’s show or to your “Beyond the Classroom” project.
Students are advised that this is not an online or independent study course.  It is the students’ responsibility to stay in constant communication with the course instructors and his or her peers.  Given that drama is collaborative, it is essential that each member of the team regularly checks in with the instructors and his or her production groups and gives updates and receives feedback on ongoing work, even if they have not been called to rehearsal or production meetings.
While accommodations for students with other commitments will be made when possible, students are expected to notify the teacher immediately of any apparent conflicts that arise due to the scheduling of additional rehearsals, theatre production field trips, or performances.  Students will be notified in advance of potential dates and they are expected to be available at these designated times.  Failure to attend rehearsals may result in changes to casting or show assignment, and in extreme cases, to exclusion from the production.  Such changes may affect the student’s success in the course.

Acceptable reasons for missing the class are:

· Illness

· Certain team tournaments/games, if the student notifies the teachers well in advance.

· Appointments with specialists, if the student notifies the teachers well in advance.

· Certain school events, if the student notifies the teacher well in advance.

Unacceptable reasons for missing the class are:

· Regular orthodontic or doctor’s appointments as these are usually flexible and can be booked on days other than class days.  

· Re-tests, meetings or detentions with other teachers.  All members of our staff are aware that this is a regular full credit class and that it is your responsibility to schedule these things so that they do not conflict with our regular class meetings or additional work sessions.  During the “crunch” before the show, when time is tight, discuss problems or conflicts with us.  DO NOT USE THEATRE PROD. AS AN EXCUSE TO SKIP OR AVOID YOUR OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES. You may get caught and we will not cover for you, as doing so undermines support for the course and the drama program amongst staff and parents.

· Some elective field trips and school activities if they conflict with important rehearsals or performances

· An outside school job.

· If you are unsure about any of these, please see us well in advance of the conflict.

Class Expectations

· Students are expected to arrive early for this class and rehearsals.  They should be in room 325, with their shoes off, signed in, and seated in a circle ready to begin work five minutes before the scheduled start of the day’s activities.

· There will be a sign in procedure for each meeting, rehearsal, and performance.  Students should keep a close check on this as their participation in each and every meeting of the ensemble is used in their assessment and evaluation.

· Attendance at every rehearsal and production group meeting for which you are required and for all performances is mandatory.  If you see a potential conflict, you must notify one of  the teachers well in advance.  Remember, an ensemble works as a team and the team may not be able to function if key members are not present.

· Students who are absent must provide a note or some form of written confirmation addressed to Ms. Coltman or Mr. Kanter which indicates why the class was missed.  This policy applies to all class meetings, rehearsals, and performances and to your individual commitments within groups (ie production group work sessions/meetings).

Program, Evaluation, and Assessment
We are in the process of revising the evaluation for this course; it will be similar in breakdown to past practice which was as follows:
Formative Evaluation: 70% of final mark

Production and Class Work



Participation and Readiness to Work


Workload 
Leadership/Initiative 
Organization, Planning, Reliability & Responsibility




Team Dynamics
Creativity/Ingenuity

Portfolio/Reflection
Beyond the Classroom Project 
Play notes, and reviews; work log; supervisor evaluation; written reflections

Summative Evaluation: 30% of final mark


Production Achievement (Conference Mark)

Summative Project


Participation in Final Summative Classes
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