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ONTARIO 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL LITERACY 
TEST (OSSLT)  
(S.Nancekivell) 
 
In order for a student to earn 
his/her Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma, and graduate from 
Grade 12, the student  must 
complete the Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test or OSSLT. 

All students who entered Grade 9 
in September, 2006 and have 
completed Grade 9 English are 
eligible to write the Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT).  The OSSLT will take 
place on Thursday, March 27, 
2008.  There will NOT be an 
opportunity to rewrite the test in 
2008, so students need to be 
present at Nepean High School 
for the entire day on March 27, 
2008. 

Any students who wrote the OSSLT 
previously and were unsuccessful are 
encouraged to contact Ms. 
Nancekivell to ensure that they are 
registered for the test.  Any students 
who are new to the province of 
Ontario and are in Grade 10, 11 or 
12 also need to register with Vice-
Principal Nancekivell for the OSSLT. 

 
DRAMA 
(C.Coltman) 
 
Nepean's annual Children's 
Theatre touring show took place  

during the week of November 12 - 
16.  This year's production, 
HERCULES - FROM ZERO TO 
HERO, an original adaptation of the 
popular Greek myth, was presented 
on the Nepean stage on Wednesday 
morning for Broadview students.  
Students performed again in the 
evening for the general public, before 
going out on tour to 4 area 
elementary schools.  Eric Cooper and 
Andrew Woodhead wrote and 
directed the show, with original 
costumes by Michela Fisher. 
 
Our major  production, CHICAGO, 
is gearing up.  Casting was 
completed in October and dance 
rehearsals have started.  Acting and 
singing rehearsals will also be 
starting soon.  The show runs from 
May 14 - 16 and, at this point, has a 
cast of some 40 plus Nepean students 
from grades 9 - 12.   
 
After two months of meeting twice 
weekly as a club, Improv is gearing 
up for another competitive season.  
Two teams, chosen from the many 
talented people who tried out, will 
compete for the first time this season 
in The Connor’s Cup on December 5 
at the former GCTC.  The finalists 
will compete again on December 8 at 
the Museum of Civilization. 
 
Once again, Nepean is participating 
in CAPPIES, the critics and awards 
program run in partnership with the 
“Ottawa Citizen” .  We had so many 
interested student critics this year, 
that students had to write reviews to 
compete for a spot on the critics’  
team.  We look forward to a busy 
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and productive Cappies season, culminating in our own 
production of CHICAGO. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB  
(C.Coulombe) 
  
Dear Parents:   
 
Greetings from the International Club of Nepean High 
School.  
 
The year is coming to an end, and with it comes the usual 
“cleaning”  of the closets.  We require your assistance 
during the Darfur Shoe Drive this spring.  For the past two 
years we have sent approximately 1000 shoes to Darfur 
and other African nations.  Every pair that you or your 
child donates helps to prevent infection and diseases in 
African refugee camps.  Please do not discard shoes that 
are still in good condition.  Instead, ask your child to bring 
them to school during the spring shoe drive and help make 
a difference.  The dates for the shoe drive will be 
announced later.  Thank you in advance for your support 
regarding this matter.  
 
 

TENNIS 
(L.Novotny) 
 
Congratulations to our junior tennis team for winning the 
west division and qualifying for the city finals on 
November 12. Thomas Young from the senior team won 
in the singles event, and will compete for the city title and 
the boys’  doubles team. 
 
 
SKI   
(L.Novotny) 
 
There will be a France SKI trip during March break 2008. 
If you are interested, please see Ms. Novotny. 
 
AUSTRALIA RUGBY TOUR  
MARCH 2009 
(B.Byrne) 
 
Having had great success with their "Down Under" Tour 
in March 2007, the boys’  rugby team is planning their 
next trip to Australia in March 2009.  Visit the Gold 
Coast, The Australia Zoo and Surfer's Paradise.....enjoy 30 
+ degree weather in March, check out the amazing 
beaches, pet a kangaroo and learn about the Aussie 

culture..........see a professional rugby game, meet new 
friends on the other side of the world and immerse 
yourself in rugby-craziness - we'll do it all.  
 
There will be an information meeting for all interested 
players on Tuesday, November 20 at 11:45 a.m.  The trip 
will be available to all grade 11 and 12 boys - prior rugby 
experience is suggested, but not necessarily required.  (It 
is possible that a few grade 10 students in March '09, who 
are in grade 9 this year, could go on the trip.  Also, the 
team will require a non-playing team manager/video- 
grapher).  All those interested in finding out more about 
the trip should come to the meeting in the computer lab 
(17N) at lunch on Tuesday, November 20.  
 

 
 
 
SOCCER – SENIOR BOYS’  
(R.Watson) 
 
Mr. Watson and assistant coach Bob Walden would like to 
congratulate the Senior Boys' Soccer team for an 
outstanding effort in winning the NCSSAA   AAA/AAAA 
city championships.  It was the first time in 44 years that 
the Knights have hoisted the trophy.  After a slow start to 
the season the lads really came together during the season 
and into the playoffs.  The Knights finished the year with 
7 straight wins allowing only one goal in the process. Hats 
off to the defensive line (also known as "THE WALL") 
anchored by Elliot "Franchise" Barkley as sweeper and 
goaltender Dylan Atkinson.  The Knights rolled off 4 
straight playoff wins with outstanding play from the 
midfield by Peter Morrow and Eric Dwyer who, together, 
lead the team in playoff scoring.  The dedication to 
practice and team play was a major highlight of this 18 
member team. All played and contributed throughout the 
season in practice, and in games.  The final match was a 
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hard fought 0-0 draw that went into overtime, and 
eventually, penalty kicks.  The lads were confident and 
poised as Peter Morrow, Brandon Jagai, Elliot Barkley 
and Vedran Radojevic coolly stepped up to the spot and 
bulged the ole onion bag 4 out of 4 times, and Dylan 
Atkinson made two saves against 4 Lisgar shooters to 
clinch the victory.  The team looks forward to the high 
level of competition and an opportunity to prove 
themselves at AAA provincial championships in Thunder 
Bay this June.  
 
 
ART 
(D.McPhail) 
 
Ms. McPhail's grade 9 classes visited the National Art 
Gallery on November 13 for a guided tour.  
 
Some students from Ms. McPhail and Mr. Miller's grade 
10 art classes will be visiting the Gallery on November 27 
for a silk-screen printing workshop.  The students will 
create a design and print it on a T-shirt, pizza box or CD 
cover. 
 
 
ROME AND ATHENS  
MARCH BREAK – 2008 
(R.Mellor) 
 
This year’s March Break school trip is to Rome and 
Athens. 
 
The trip will enhance and enrich learning opportunities in 
the areas of history, language, cultural appreciation, and 
will give students a better understanding of the emerging 
global village.  The guided tour allows students to engage 
in many aspects of Greek and Roman culture.  Educational 
tours are provided to many of the historic cities, 
landmarks, museums and attractions in Italy and Greece.  
The trip is an excellent opportunity for students to 
participate actively in an immersion of Greek and Roman 
culture.  It is a 9 day trip - contact Rick Mellor at Nepean 
for details. 
 
 
YEARBOOK 
(G.Walker) 
 
The last date to purchase a yearbook is Friday, November 
30, 2007.  Order forms are available in the Main Office or 
in the Yearbook Office (#319) 
 

 

 

  Immunization for Teens 
Teens need a booster for tetanus and diphtheria vaccines 
ten years after the preschool booster, usually between 14 
and 16 years of age. This vaccine is mandatory in Ontario 
and is provided free to all students.  

The vaccine recommended for adolescents is called 
Adacel. This vaccine has added protection against 
whooping cough, or pertussis.  

Whooping cough still frequently occurs in Ontario. The 
Canadian Pediatric Society reports that more and more 
teenagers are getting whooping cough. In teenagers, 
whooping cough can be mild (a bad cough) or can be a 
severe cough that causes shortness of breath, weight loss 
due to difficulty eating, and vomiting. These symptoms 
can cause sleep disruptions, fatigue, and missed days at 
school. Severe coughing spells can last for 2 to 3 weeks, 
and the illness can last from 6 to 12 weeks. For more 
information on whooping cough and on the vaccines 
routinely given to teens, see the following website: 
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/immunization/dTap.htm#
pertussis 

Ontario students are required to have up to date 
immunization, including the booster dose for tetanus and 
diphtheria.  
To avoid any suspensions from school, make sure to 
update the child’s record with Ottawa Public Health.  
To update record online, refer to 
http://www.ottawa.ca/residents/health/index_en.html 
 
To contact Ottawa Public Health: 
Mail: 100 Constellation Crescent, Ottawa, ON K2G 6J8 
Phone: 613-580-6744 extension 24108 
Fax: 613-580-9660 
e-mail: immunization@ottawa.ca 
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$8,840 COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING 
GRANT FOR NEPEAN HIGH SCHOOL 
(Nepean HS School Council) 
 
In May of 2007, the City of Ottawa established the Tree, 
Reforestation and Environmental Enhancement (TREE) 
Program with the goal of planting 100,000 trees across the 
city by the end of 2010.  Mayor Larry O’Brien pledged 
that Ottawa, already one of the most heavily wooded large 
cities in North America, would eventually be known as 
“ the City of Trees” .  The city established a program where 
schools and other groups could apply for grants of up to 
$10,000 to purchase trees and supplies.  Nepean High 
School jumped at the chance.   
 
Under the auspices of the School Council, and input from 
staff and students, parent Barbara Mitchell put together an 
application.  Julie Jackson, the Forestry Services Program 
Coordinator for the City took the time to walk around the 
schoolyard and make suggestions on suitable types and 
possible locations for trees. The Ottawa Carleton District 
School Board then sent Mr. Jeff Kaster – a Landscape 
Design Consultant and Associate with Evergreen’s 
Learning Grounds Program. Evergreen is a charitable 
organization that helps green schoolyards and urban land 
across Canada.  With further input from Mr. Kaster, and 
bearing in mind some additional planting policies from 
city (no ash (Fraxinus sp.), no cherry (Prunus sp.), no 
Norway maples (Acer platanoides) and the Board (no fruit 
or nut trees or thorns or invasive roots), Ms. Mitchell was 
finally able to come up with an application that was 
eventually awarded a grant of $8,840. 
 
”Selecting the right tree species is a real challenge, given 
the many horticultural, maintenance and health and safety 
requirements”  says Mr. Kaster.  “However, I think the 
Honeylocust, Red Maple, Serviceberry, and Japanese 
Lilac will be looking great in 6 years when my own son, 
Sean, will be a student at Nepean” , he laughed. 
 
Not surprisingly, $8,840 buys a lot of trees!  In addition, 
we were able to arrange to have the trees delivered to the 
school, professionally planted, and warranted by the 
contractor for a full year. 
 
Since it was first built in 1922, Nepean High School has 
been a respected institution and an important part of the 
life of Westboro, situated in one of Ottawa’s oldest 
neighbourhoods with tall growth trees and established 
gardens that are a source of pride to the community. In 
recent years, dedicated Nepean staff, students and parents 
have worked hard to create and maintain the flower beds 

on the school property.  Great care has been taken to plant 
for the changing seasons and to highlight the purple and 
yellow school colours. A Memorial Garden maintained by 
one of the many student clubs takes pride of place. 
 
Nepean HS underwent extensive repairs to its brickwork 
this summer, so the overall aesthetics of both the school 
and its grounds has been improved.  “A well maintained 
schoolyard projects a welcoming image of a valued 
facility within our neighbourhood” , says Ms. Mitchell. 
When selecting the species of trees and shrubs, 
consideration was given to the varieties already 
established in the neighbourhood, but an effort was also 
made to increase biodiversity by planting trees not found 
on surrounding properties.  In this way, the project will 
benefit both our school and our community.   
 
About Evergreen: 
Evergreen is an innovative charity that builds the 
relationship between nature, culture and community in 
urban spaces. Since 1991, it has engaged people in 
creating and sustaining healthy, dynamic outdoor spaces 
across Canada - in schools, communities and homes. Its 
entrepreneurial approach to social responsibility creates 
vibrant neighbourhoods, a healthy natural environment 
and a sustainable society for all. 
 
About the Toyota Evergreen Learning Grounds 
Program: 
This national program brings teachers, students and 
community members together to transform school grounds 
into healthy, safe and creative outdoor learning 
environments.  www.evergreen.ca  
 
 
INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES  
(D.Chouinard) 
 
The International Languages and Immersion Department 
is happy to welcome a new teacher to our team.  Mme 
Deaton is teaching two French language classes (FIF1D, 
and FIF1DE).  We are very fortunate to have her here with 
us. 
 
The Department is looking forward to another busy year.  
Other than the usual class projects and field trips, our 
French students (Core and Immersion) will have the 
opportunity to participate in the Board wide «Concours 
d’art oratoire» (French Public Speaking Contest) in 
March 2008.  We hope to have strong contenders in each 
category again this year.  In May, we also plan to have 
another winning team for the «Concours de français» 
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which is jointly sponsored by Ottawa and Carleton 
Universities.  Lastly, we are preparing even more students 
to write the AP French Language exam that will be written 
on Monday, May 5, 2008. We are also happy to report that 
after a lively fall of dance lessons and cooking classes, the 
Spanish classes are getting ready for some creative art 
projects (piñatas, «árboles de la vida» and a new mural for 
the Spanish classroom). 
 
The Language Department is also thrilled to announce that 
we are offering an introductory Latin course in the second 
semester.  The course code is LVLAD.  For information 
on why to take Latin, please visit www.promotelatin.org.  
We hope to have enough students to offer the Level 2 
course (LVLBU) in 2008-09. 
 
We wish all Nepean students a very successful year. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
(D.Chouinard) 
 
We would like to congratulate all the students who took 
on the AP challenge last May; 61 students wrote 69 
exams.  They wrote Calculus, English Literature, 
European History and French Language. These students 
essentially worked on first year university course material 
and 57 of the 69 received top marks for which universities 
may grant them a credit or preferred placement. We are 
very proud of their efforts and achievements and we know 
that their hard work will pay off in university.  In addition, 
we are very proud to announce that Antonia Pandelieva is 
Nepean’s first AP Scholar.  Antonia graduated in June 
2007 and is now at Ottawa University in the 
Biotechnology Program.  While at Nepean, Antonia wrote 
three AP exams: Calculus AB, English Literature and 
Composition, and French Language.  Her average grade 
on these exams is 4.67 out of 5.0 (93%).  AP Scholars are 
recognised as such by the College Board; they are students 
who receive grades of 3 or higher on three or more AP 
Exams.  We wish all our AP students continued success. 
 
AP at Nepean is expanding.  We have added Biology and 
Chemistry this year, and we are adding Physics next year.  
Furthermore, 57 grade 10 and 11 students wrote the PSAT 
(Preliminary SAT) this October.  They will have their test 
results in December.  All students who took the test will 
receive scores in critical reading, mathematics, and 
writing skills.  Through a question-by-question review of 
answers, students will be able to see which answers they 
got right or wrong.  They will also receive a personalized 
statement of specific academic skills that need attention 

along with suggested steps to improve those skills. Once 
this test is marked, results are available to the school and 
the student via a web-based program called AP Potential.  
It identifies students who are likely to score a 3 or better 
on a given AP Exam.  AP Exams are marked on a scale of 
1 to 5; most universities will grant a university credit or 
placement for a 3, 4 or 5.  Based on research that shows 
strong correlations between PSAT scores and AP Exam 
results, AP Potential is designed to help increase access to 
AP and to ensure that no student who has the chance of 
succeeding in AP is overlooked 
 
Students taking AP courses in the first semester have 
received their registration forms for the exams being 
written in May 2008.  These forms will be due back by 
December 12, 2007.  Students taking their AP course in 
the second semester don’ t need to register until March 
2008.  They will get registration forms in their AP course 
in February 2008. 
 
The AP exams will be written as follows: 
·  French Language :  Monday, May 5, 2008 (p.m.) 
·  Calculus AB:  Wednesday, May 7, 2008 (a.m.)   
·  English Literature: Thursday, May 8, 2008 (a.m.)   
·  European History:  Friday, May 9, 2008 (p.m.) 
·  Biology:  Monday, May 12, 2008 (a.m.) 
·  Chemistry:  Tuesday, May 13, 2008 (a.m.) 
 
 
TAKE YOUR KID TO WORK DAY 
(J.Rogers) 
 
“Take Our Kids to Work”  is a national program of The 
Learning Partnership and has existed since 1994. More 
than 1.5 million young Canadians and tens of thousands of 
workplaces have participated in the program. On 
Wednesday, November 7 we had over 250 grade 9 
students join their parents for a day at their place of work. 
This represents just over 95% of the grade 9 students at 
Nepean. The “Take Our Kids to Work”  program illustrates 
the importance of education, skills development and 
training while giving students the opportunity to 
experience the world of work and the variety of career 
opportunities that await them. Just ask a Grade 9 – he or 
she will tell you all about it! 
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CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION OPENS 
DOORS IN THE COMMUNITY 
(S.Stidwill) 
 
Co-op is where it’s at these days! The work world, 
colleges and universities are all clamoring for students 
with real life experience and a strong educational 
background.  Whether students are headed for a college 
program, a university degree, an apprenticeship or a full-
time job upon graduation, they all can benefit from a co-
operative education experience.   
 
This semester you can find Nepean’s Co-operative 
Education students working in the community as floral 
assistants, radio producers, and software testers.  You will 
also find them in hospital research labs, human resources 
departments, and chartered accountants’  offices.  They are 
trying out skilled trades, such as auto mechanics and 
carpentry, and gaining insight into professions, such as 
early childhood education, television production and 
veterinary science.  Our co-op students are seeing first-
hand how important their education is as they apply 
theories, numbers, and communication skills to everyday 
tasks at work. 
 
Nepean’s co-op teachers this year are Cathy Stidwill and 
Caroline Hatton, who are replacing Diana Young and 
Alice McKay, both  of whom retired last June.  Our 
housebuilding teacher this year, Craig Martin, has an 
eager crew of students working on a home in Barrhaven.  
As expected, our students are representing Nepean in the 
community with dedication to their work and an attitude 
of appreciation towards their employers for the wonderful 
opportunities granted them.   
If you would like to discover how your child can benefit 
from a co-op experience, whether it is in the arts, sciences, 
humanities, business, trades, apprenticeships or school-to-
work options, please call the co-op department at Nepean. 
 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
(L.Carter/J.Fauteux/R.Romeo)  
 
The music program has blasted off to a busy start with all 
music ensembles getting off the ground. 
 
The Senior Concert Band, Intermediate Concert Band, 
Senior Stage Band, Junior Stage Band and Choir have 
been diligently practicing for upcoming events. 
  
Their talents will be on display at Music Night, scheduled 
for Thursday, December  6, 2007 in the auditorium at 

Nepean High School beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Admission to 
the Concert will be a non-perishable food item, which will 
be donated to the Ottawa Food Bank on behalf of the 
Nepean High School Music Program. Admission is free, 
but donations at the door to assist the music program will 
be graciously accepted that same evening.  We look 
forward to welcoming any students, parents and friends 
from the community – all are welcome.  
 
Nepean's music students have already had a number of 
successful performances at the school and throughout the 
community.  On Thursday October  25, The Senior  
Stage Band performed at The Children's Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario and entertained hundreds as the hospital 
kicked off their United Way Campaign. Their presence 
was truly appreciated and brought much pomp and 
circumstance to heighten awareness of this worthy 
foundation. Earlier that same morning a small ensemble of 
Nepean High School music students also entertained 
members of our community at the annual Pr incipals 
Breakfast, which was hosted by The Dovercourt 
Community Centre. 
 
On November  9, the NHS Music department deployed its 
resources to several elementary schools to support their 
Remembrance Day ceremonies. Kevin Wylie (grade 11) 
performed the Last Post at Woodroffe Public School while 
Sarah Devlin (grade 10) and Conor Conway (grade 12) 
solemnly accomplished the same duty at Churchill Public 
School and Nepean. The NHS Intermediate Band also 
performed at Churchill and acted as true ambassadors and 
great examples for the younger students in attendance.  
 
The Vocal Ensemble made a very strong debut at the 
Remembrance Day Ceremonies. The choir will be 
beginning an active performance schedule within the 
greater community and at Nepean in the months to come. 
Mr. Carter is very excited to be leading this talented group 
and to be a part of the Nepean High School music team.  
 
And now, we’re preparing for the winter holiday 
performances. The Junior  Jazz Band will be performing 
on November  23 in the afternoon at Fisher Park P.S. in 
front of an audience of students from Hilson, Elmdale and 
Fisher / Summit Public Schools. Our young Jazz 
enthusiasts have been working extra hours to prepare for 
this event and are looking forward to an excellent 
performance. 
 
The Senior  Concer t Band and Senior  Stage Band will 
also be performing at Broadview P.S. on December  18 at 
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10:00 a.m. for the listening pleasure of some of our future 
Nepean citizens. 
 
The Intermediate Concert Band and the Junior  Jazz 
Band will be performing for the Westboro community at 
All Saints’  Anglican Church on Saturday December  15 
from 11:00 am to 12:30 p.m. Come and sing along to 
holiday tunes with the bands! Everyone is welcome. 
 
The musical Chicago is scheduled for production, May 
14, 15, and 16. Although the cast is presently rehearsing 
their dance numbers, our music students will be starting 
their rigorous rehearsal schedule in mid-December. 
 
Plans are under way for the various bands to enter the 
Regional Music Festival taking place in late February and 
early March. 
 
Music Department fundraising has been ongoing since the 
beginning of the school year and has included the sale of 
oranges and grapefruit, Jolly Holiday Catalogue items, 
Entertainment Books and Chocolates. Oranges and 
Grapefruits will be delivered to the school in early 
December. Buyers will be advised via email about the 
specific details. 
 
A portion of the profits from select fundraising efforts will 
help offset music-related expenses for individual students. 
Families are strongly encouraged to enrol in our 
FundScrip Program at the following website:  
http://www.fundscrip.com/.  All proceeds generated by the 
student and his/her family will go directly towards that 
particular student's costs. 
 
Finally, a Band Trip to Italy is being proposed for 
February/March 2009. A general information meeting will 
be held soon for all parents and students to attend.  
Written notice of the meeting will be given out during the 
month of November.  
 
We're looking forward to seeing all of you at Music 
Night on December  6! 
 
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
 
The Parent Council has a number of events to mark on 
your calendar.  
 
On November 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium, there 
will be a University College Night for interested grade 11 
and 12 parents. Representatives from the local colleges 

and universities will be at the school to answer any 
questions you might have about the process.  
 
On November 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library there will be 
a Parent Council meeting. Come out and hear the public 
health nurse talk about the local survey data on physical 
activity levels in youth as a result of the 2005 SHAPES 
survey conducted in 19 Ottawa area high schools. We will 
also have Mr. Turner the new Librarian at Nepean share 
with us his plans for the library and outline how the 
parents can help. We will be selling coffee for $15 as a 
fundraiser for the Teacher Wish list. A great idea for 
hostess gifts! 
 
On November 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium Dr. 
Hassan Shenassa, a local family physician will be 
presenting information related to the new HPV Vaccine 
for all interested parties. The talk, which has been 
approved by the Board, should demystify some of the 
confusion about the vaccine. Again, the Council will be 
selling coffee for $15 as a fundraiser.  
 
 
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
(R.Bibaud) 
 
First of all, I want to thank you all – students, staff and 
families for the warm welcome you have extended me 
here at Nepean. I am delighted and energized to have been 
appointed Principal of such a unique school. I look 
forward to working together to ensure that Nepean 
continues to be a safe and caring school – a school in 
which all students are challenged to achieve their personal 
best in academics, athletics, the arts, and are encouraged 
to help others in our community. 
 
In the first quarter the school has been “buzzing’ ’  with 
activity and accomplishments. The school year began with 
a Grade 9 BBQ on the first afternoon of school, and two 
weeks later all of our grade nines headed off to our FUSE 
student camp where they had a full day of team-building 
lead by our grade twelve students. Congratulations and 
special thanks to Madison Cumbaa, SiSi Jiang and 
Michela Fisher and the sixty grade twelve student leaders 
for organizing and participating in this event.  
 
Our new teacher librarian, Mr. Glenn Turner, was 
instrumental in securing a very unique and interesting 
guest speaker for Nepean, the Minister of Education from 
Afghanistan, Mr. Mohammed Haneef Atmar. Mr. Atmar 
addressed many of our students on the importance of 
education in Afghanistan, the economic and social 
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challenges facing his country, and the value of the 
continued relationship between our two countries. Other 
guest speakers to Nepean this fall included, Dr. Barbara 
Coloroso who spoke about bullying; our Member of 
Parliament, Mr. Paul Dewar who addressed our civics 
classes;   and Holocaust survivor, Dr. Eva Olsson author 
of a Woman’s Struggle Against Intolerance. In addition, 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) shared a video 
presentation with our senior students. 
 
We, as a staff, are lucky to have such a strong, supportive 
parental community. It was encouraging to see your 
participation in our Mini-Timetable evening, Awards 
Assembly and Parent-Teacher Interviews. We continue to 
value greatly the partnership between home and school. 
 
On the staff side, I am proud to be working as a team with 
Susan Nancekivell and Peter Wilson, our Vice-Principal 
partners. We are delighted to add to our staff, Alisha 
Smith (Head of English), Glenn Turner (Library), Lee 
Carter (Music), Craig Martin (House Building), 
Emmanuelle Deaton (French and Geography), Dave 
Bakelaar (English),  Claudette Phillips (Geography and 
Computers), and Olivera Gaspar (Math and Science). All 
are tremendous additions to the Nepean community. 
 
We continue to be well supported by our Administrative 
and Support staff. Our office staff, care staff, and 
technicians are always there when we need them. As 
always, they have been key players in helping our new 
students, families and staff adjust to life in their new 
school. Thanks everyone - we appreciate all that you do! 
 
Our School Council is up and running with Carolyn 
Montague and Barbara Mitchell sharing the role of co-
chairs. The Council, an effective voice for parents, has and 
continues to be a strong advocate for good things at 
Nepean. In May of 2007 the City of Ottawa established 
the Tree, Reforestation and Environmental Enhancement 
(TREE) Program with the goal of planting 100,000 trees 
across the city by the end of 2010. Thanks to our School 
Council, Nepean High was awarded an $8,840 
Community Tree Planting Grant which took place during 
the month of October. Our next meeting is Tuesday, 
November 20 at 7:00 p.m. in our library. We welcome all 
who are interested to join our group as we believe that 
education is, indeed, a partnership between home, school 
and the community. 
 
If at any time during the year, you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to call your child’s subject 

teacher, guidance counselor, Mrs. Nancekivell, Mr. 
Wilson, or me. We welcome your involvement. 
 
 
UNITED WAY/DAVE SMITH 
FOUNDATION BREAKFAST 
(A.Bird/A.Farrah/D.Kimmel/L.Silverman) 
 
It’ s nearly time for Nepean High School’s 18th annual 
United Way/Dave Smith Foundation Breakfast.  This year 
it is going to take place on Friday, November 30 from 
7:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. in the school cafeteria.  This event is 
a great way for students, staff, members of the 
community, and local celebrities to have fun and help 
worthy causes.  Every year we raise funds for the United 
Way of Ottawa Carleton and the Dave Smith Drug and 
Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre for youth.  The breakfast 
includes a meal, live entertainment, door prizes, and an 
extended menu. 
 
Tickets for this charitable event cost $7.00 in advance or 
$8.00 at the door.  We hope you can join us in helping out 
our community. 
 
UNITY 
I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there. 
The clay they used was a young child’s mind, 
And they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher – the tools he used  
Were books, music and art. 
The other, a parent, worked with a guiding hand, 
And a gentle, loving heart. 
Day after day, the teacher worked with touch 
That was deft and sure, 
While the parent standing by his side 
Polished and smoothed it o’er, 
And when at last their task was done, 
They were proud of what they had wrought, 
For the things they had molded into the child 
Could neither be sold or bought. 
And each agreed they would have failed 
If each had worked alone, 
For behind the teacher stood the school and behind the 
parent, the home. 
 
Author Unknown 
 


