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Great News:  Nepean High School has 
been recognized by the Ministry of 
Education as a Specialist High Skills 
Major  Site for  2008-2009. 
 

What is a Specialist High Skills Major 
(SHSM)? 

 
1. The SHSM is a ministry-approved 

specialized program that allows students to 
      focus their learning on a specific economic 
 sector while meeting the requirements 
      for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma 
 and assists in their transition from 
      secondary to apprenticeship training, 
 college, university, or the workplace. 
 

 
2. An SHSM enables students to gain sector-

specific skills and knowledge in the context 
of engaging, career-related learning 
environments and helps them focus on 
graduation and on pursuing their 
postsecondary goals. 

 
3.   Every SHSM must include the following 
 five components, which are outlined in 
      detail in individual guides for each sector: 

�  a bundle of 8-10 Grade 11 and Grade 
12 credits  

�  sector-recognized certifications 
and/or training courses 

�  experiential learning activities within 
the sector 

�  “ reach ahead” experiences connected 
with the students chosen 
postsecondary pathway 

�  development of key Essential Skills 
and work habits required in the 
sector. 

       
 In the 2008-2009 school year, SHSMs are being 
offered in the following sectors: 

�  Agriculture                                                   
�  Arts and Culture 
�  Business 
�  Community and Emergency Services 
�  Construction (Nepean High School) 
�  The Environment 
�  Forestry 
�  Health and Wellness 
�  Horticulture and Landscaping 
�  Hospitality and Tourism 
�  Information and Communication 

Technology 
�  Manufacturing 
�  Mining 
�  Transportation 
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For students 
Reach ahead or improve your marks with our  
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS IN 
GRADES 7 to 12    
Visit 
http://www.ocdsb.ca/Secondary_Websites/continu
web/credit_prgrams.htm  
Explore your creativity with the 
EXTRA CURRICULAR CREATIVE ARTS 
PROGRAM (ECCA)     
http://www.ocdsb.ca/Secondary_Websites/continu
web/ecca/ecca_summer.htm  
 
Children can learn their heritage language or learn 
a new language with our 
INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES PROGRAMS  
http://www.ocdsb.ca/Secondary_Websites/continu
web/international_lang.htm  
 
For adults 
Improve English language skills through 
ESL or LINC SUMMER PROGRAM (June 23 to 
July 25)     
http://www.ocdsb.ca/Secondary_Websites/continu
web/ESL/summer_esl.htm  
 
Upgrade your literacy skills through 
SUMMER PROGRAM for LBS Upgrading (June 
23 to July 25)      
http://www.ocdsb.ca/Secondary_Websites/continu
web/ESL/summer_esl.htm  
 
If you need more information, please call 
Continuing Education at 613-239-2325 or 613-
239-2656. 

 
 
 
 

Boys Hockey 
The boys hockey team and the boys/girls Golf 
Team will be hosting information meetings 
regarding tryouts late in the first week or early in 
the second week in September,   Keep your eyes 
and ears open when you are back. 

 

 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING 

SUMMER OPERATING HOURS 
 

Secondary school and administrative offices 
closed July 28 to August 8, 2008 

  
Again this year, the Ottawa-Carleton District 
School Board secondary school offices and central 
administrative offices will be closed from July 28 to 
August 8, 2008 inclusive. Secondary school offices 
may be closed for additional days. Dates will be 
shared with you through regular school 
communication channels. Please contact your local 
secondary school for specific closure dates. Notices 
will also be posted at school entrances. 
 
The Family Reception Centre located in the Adult 
High School at 300 Rochester Street will be closed 
July 7 to July 18 inclusive, but remains open the 
rest of the summer. Their number is  
613-239-2416. 
 
Register ing for  School 
Families who would like to find a school for their 
child can use the handy School Locator on our 
website at www.ocdsb.ca. The School Locator can 
tell you which is your child’s designated school, 
depending on the program you wish. Parents may 
also contact our Boundaries Office at 613-721-1820 
prior to July 28 and after August 8. You then go to 
the designated/chosen school to register in person. 
 
Elementary school offices, as in past years, will be 
closed for the summer from June 30 until August 22 
inclusive. They will reopen for registration on 
Monday August 25. Secondary school offices are 
regularly open during the summer but will be closed 
during the two-week period, and possibly other 
additional days. Notices will be posted at the 
entrances of individual schools.     
 
We do ask that you register as soon as you can to 
assist us in school and transportation planning. To 
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learn more about registering your school for child, 
please visit our website at www.ocdsb.ca   
 
This closure will apply to all central 
administrative departments – including 
Transportation, Planning and Boundaries, 
Transcripts, Communications, Continuing 
Education, Human Resources, Finance, Board 
Services, and Community Use of Schools.    
 
Community Use of Schools 
Though administrative office will be closed, 
school rentals already booked for the July 28 to 
August 8 time period will still be available. Office 
personnel will not be available during the two-
week closure to take new bookings. Please call 
613-596-8260 when offices reopen on August 11.    
 
Continuing Education  
For answers to questions regarding our Continuing 
Education Programs, please visit: 
http://www.ocdsb.ca/continuweb or call 613-239-
2325. 
 
If you have additional questions or concerns, 
please contact Communications and Information 
Services at 613-596-8211 ext 8310, or 
communications@ocdsb.ca. 
 
 
 
Nepean High School School Council 
Plans shaping up for Gala Event at Nepean High 
School in November. 

Mark your calendars! On November 20, 2008, 
NHS will be the site of a special social event 
designed to celebrate our school community and 
support its students.    

Combining delicious food, a cash bar, 
entertainment, raffle prizes and more, this unique 
evening event will not only provide parents with a 
chance to socialize, but also raise funds for several 
key focus areas which fall outside the regular 
school budget. Representatives from Nepean’s 
teaching staff will be on hand at the Gala to 
explain these areas of need and identify how we as 
parents can best support the school’s fundraising 
goals to ensure an enhanced educational and 

extracurricular experience for all students.  
Donation stations will be set up to allow you to 
earmark your contributions to support the focus area 
of your choice. 

Additional volunteers are needed to make this event 
a success.  If you have an hour or two (or more) to 
spare, please contact Carolyn Montague at 
Carolyn.montague@sympatico.ca or 613-722-7525. 
 
Watch for more details when school resumes in 
September on what is sure to become an eagerly-
anticipated annual event at Nepean. The next 
volunteer meeting is September 4th, 7:00 p.m. in 
the library. 
 
 
 
Nepean Enjoys Excellence in the Field of 
Science 
The Nepean Science Department is proud to share 
the recent achievements of our excellent students.  
All students in the Science Department continue to 
expand their minds and learn more about their 
surroundings.   
 
In the field of chemistry, Nancy Wang placed 11th 
in the province on the Canadian Institute of Canada 
contest.  Bolun Yang scored the top mark at Nepean 
in the University of Waterloo Chem13 contest, and 
placed in the 91st percentile.  Vincent Le performed 
exceptionally well on the Grade 11 Avogadro 
chemistry contest, and placed in the 98th percentile.  
This contest was written by over 30 students from 
Nepean; eight of them placed above the 90th 
percentile. 
 
In the recent 40th annual Sir Isaac Newton Physics 
contest, run by the University of Waterloo, Nepean 
High School physics students fared very well.  Five 
students scored in the top 20% of the thousands of 
S.I.N participants from Canada and around the 
world.  Nepean©s top six students also earned third 
place in the six-person team competition.  Well 
done! 
 
Nepean is also proud of grade nine student Sathya 
Baskaran, who entered his project “Project: Bend it 
Like Pig – Biomechanical Characterization of Pig 
Ligaments”  at the Eastern Ontario Regional Science 
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Fair.  He was awarded the Sanofi Bio Talent prize, 
as well as the Actuarial Foundation of Canada 
Award for Innovation. 
  
The first flight of AP level Biology and Chemistry 
exams were written this spring by 18 students, and 
favourable results are anticipated.  Nepean is 
proud to introduce the AP Physics program 
beginning at the grade 11 level in 2008-2009.  
Congratulations to all Science students on their 
achievements! 
  
 

AP (Advanced Placement) News 
Congratulations to the students who took on the 
AP challenge and wrote their exam(s) in May.  
The College Board will be mailing results in early 
July.  We are confident that your hard work and 
dedication will pay off in all of your future 
endeavours 
 
The date of the PSAT has been changed to 
Wednesday, October 15, 2008.  Students who 
have registered should have received a 
confirmation email already. 
 
 
 
Languages Depar tment 
On May 1st, 18 of our grade 11 and 12 French 
students participated in the Ottawa-Carleton 
University French Contest.  We would like to 
congratulate all the participants.  We are proud to 
announce that we had a winning team in the Core 
French Category.  The team members were 
Ekaterina Ilina (1st), Nancy Wang (2nd), Lisa 
Leduc (3rd), Alexandra Goubanova (4th), and 
Elisabeth Bacque (6th). Madison Cumbaa also 
placed second in the Extended Category.   They all 
received very nice prizes and Ekaterina Ilina, as 
the winner of her category was awarded a full year 
scholarship at the University of Ottawa.   
   
Margo Comeau, who had placed first in the 
OCDSB French Public Speaking Contest held at 
Canterbury High School on March 20th, placed 
third in the FSL-Plus Category at the provincial 
level.  Félicitations Margo!   
 

Lastly, we would like to congratulate all the 
graduating students who have met all the 
requirements for their Certificate of French 
Immersion or their Certificate of Extended French.  
You should be proud of your accomplishment.  Our 
Core French students who continued all the way to 
grade 12 should be equally proud.  Bon succès à 
tous!  
 
 
 
European History Tr ip 
A reminder to all students that there is a trip to 
Europe scheduled for March Break 2009.  This trip 
includes visits to: Brussels, Canadian WWI 
battlefields (Ypres, Belgium, Vimy, Fance and the 
Somme region of France), WWII Normandy 
landing beaches (Caen), and Paris.   Spaces are 
limited and deposits have already started to come 
in.   If you are interested or request information 
please contact:  Peter Sanford 
(peter.sanford@ocdsb.ca)  
 
 
 
Pr incipal’s Message 
June 26th marks the end of another great year at 
Nepean High School! As our 85th year draws to a 
close, I look back on the year with fond memories 
and a deep sense of gratitude for being part of such 
a strong school community. 
 
As was evident at this year’s commencement 
ceremonies, from the numbers of prestigious 
scholarships received, NHS students continue to 
achieve academic excellence. Our stellar staff 
works diligently to ensure that our students are well 
prepared for their next steps. Whether it be for the 
world of work, college, or university; NHS students 
are ready and will continue to excel when they 
leave us! 
 
This is also a time of year to say farewell to staff as 
they move schools or go on leave and there will be 
a number of changes at Nepean for next year. 
Retiring from the teaching staff is Deborah Snell 
and from the office staff is Carol-Anne Birtch. We 
wish them good health and happiness in their 
retirements. Joanna Carter is joining the Special 
Education department at the board, Richard Mellor 
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is going to the Athletics department at the board, 
Jolleen Matthews has been seconded to the 
Ministry of Education, and Kenzie Tobin is taking 
a leave and going to Germany.  Nancy 
Watzenboeck, Angela Richardson and Gillian 
Walker remain on maternity leave, and Keith 
MacDoanald is going to Canterbury. 
 
We thank these staff members for the difference 
they have made in our students’  lives and for their 
many contributions to NHS; we wish them well as 
they take on exciting and new challenges. 
 
There will be a change in our Administrative 
Team next year. After five years at Nepean High 
School, Susan Nancekevill will be going to Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier as vice principal. I know that I 
speak on behalf of staff, students, and families 
when I say that she will be sorely missed. As we 
say good-bye and thank you to Susan, we extend a 
warm welcome to our new Vice-Principal, Jean 
Fulton-Hale. Jean is presently a Department Head 
at Bell High School; she is thrilled to becoming to 
NHS! 
 
Year-end reflections would not be complete if we 
did not recognize the work of our School Council. 
Thank you to our co-chairs, Carolyn Montague 
and Barbara Mitchell and to all members of our 
Council for your time and commitment to NHS. 
Please remember that September is an ideal time 
for parents to join our School Council; our first 
meeting for the next academic year will be held 
Tuesday, September 16 at 7:00pm in the library. 
 
I know the entire school community joins me in 
thanking the hard work of our office and custodial 
staff.  They play an integral role in ensuring and 
promoting a very effective, clean and safe working 
environment for all students and staff.   
 
In closing, I want to extend warm wishes to our 
graduates and sincere thanks to our students, 
families and staff for your support this year. It has 
been a privilege to learn and grow with you. Have 
a wonderful, safe and relaxing summer; enjoy time 
with family and friends. 
 
 

Nepean High School, Junior  Gir ls 
Bursary $1000.00 Award Recipient 
 

 

Kate Saunders - ROGERS SPORTS ZONE 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 
 
Rogers TV, along with the National Capital 
Secondary School Athletic Association, 
(NCSSAA), is pleased to announce that Kate 
Saunders is one of the winners of the Rogers Sports 
Zone Development Fund.  
 
In support of Ottawa’s local high school athletes, 
Rogers TV donated a total of $10,000.00 and 
created the Rogers Sports Zone Development Fund 
in support of the development of high school 
athletes.  

The bursaries were awarded to qualified local 
students who excel not only in sports, but also in 
leadership, academics and community involvement.  

When Kate Saunders was in her first junior year she 
was the only grade 9 student nominated as junior 
athlete of the year. Captain of a number of teams at 
school, this MVP award winner stands out playing 
basketball, volleyball and soccer. She is also part of 
competitive basketball’s Ottawa U summer league 
and next level program.  Kate is involved in the 
Student Athletes Inspiring Leadership (SAIL) at her 
school and is a volunteer with the Broadview 
Elementary School Ski Club. 

Congratulations Kate! 
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Drama 

This has been an award winning season for 
Nepean High School’s drama program. In April, 
our students stopped just short of a clean sweep in 
the Shakespeare on the Platform city wide awards, 
with Michela Fisher taking second place as Lady 
Anne from Henry IV, Part II, and Eric “ the boss”  
Cooper coming in first as Henry V.  Nepean has 
dominated this competition for the past several 
years. Eric’s victory was especially sweet as it 
provided “bookends”  to his high school drama 
career. Eric first won the award when he was in 
grade 9.  

By now you have no doubt heard that our 
production of the award winning Chicago played 
to three sold out houses and proved to be award 
winning at the Cappies gala at the NAC on June 
24th where we took home “Cappies”  in the 
following categories: best stage crew, best 
choreography, best costumes, best featured actress 
in a musical, best song, and best musical. With six 
“Cappies”  NHS was definitely the biggest school 
in the house as anyone who heard our students’  
cheer could tell you. Have a great summer, get 
some rest, it all starts again in 68 days!  

 

 

Outstanding Performance in Math 
Contests 2007-2008 
Once again, students at Nepean did outstanding 
work in this year’s National math contests given 
by the University of Waterloo.   Some contests are 
to acknowledge students amongst the first 25% of 
contestants who participated nation-wide.  The CN 
contest winners are students who did an 
exceptional job in the Canadian National 
Mathematics League. 
 
We are very pleased to send a big congratulation 
to the following students: 
 

CN  Contest Winners 2007-2008:  (Highest 
marks) 

Stephen Habicht 
Shengwei He 
Guoda Wang     
Nancy Wang     
Renpeng Sun 
She Zhang     
Lichen Jia 

 
PASCAL  Contest 2007-2008 Top grade 9 
winner :  
Chris Halliday (also Medal winner for best score) 
 
CAYLEY  Contest 2007-2008 Top grade 10 
winner :  
Ying Ting Lu (also Medal winner for best score) 
 
FERMAT / EUCLID  Contest 2007-2008 Top 
grade 11 winner : 
Yin Cai (also Medal winner for best score) 
 
FRYER, GALOIS, HYPATIA Contest Winners: 

Andrew Bacque (GOLD) 
Michael Pollock (SILVER) 
Kevin Le (BRONZE) 
Emma Robinson (BRONZE) 
Mathew Levinson (BRONZE) 
Vincent Le (SILVER) 
Renpeng Sun (BRONZE) 
Yin Cai (BRONZE) 
Andrew Buffone (high scores) 
Fangshi Liu (high scores) 

 
Thank you to all the students who participated.  See 
you school year 2008! 
 

Have an enjoyable and relaxing summer!!   
From all your Math teachers at Nepean high school. 
�  

 
 
 
 

 S.A.I .L . Team Br idges the Gap 
The Nepean S.A.I.L-Student Athletes Inspiring 
Leadership- once again made its travels to local 
intermediate schools this year trying to encourage 
youth to stay active and stay involved as they move 
on to begin their high school career.  The student 
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athletes use a day of sport and activity as a 
medium to convey the importance of connecting at 
the high school level and discuss how being an 
active member of their high school community has 
helped them make a smooth transition into and 
through high school.  This year, with visits to D. 
Roy Kennedy public school, Putman public school 
and Broadview public school, the Nepean S.A.I.L. 
team actively conveyed their message through a 
number of real life discussions of the impact sport 
and activity and how to not “ limit your challenges 
but challenge your limits” .  Stirring speeches from 
Ian Donald, Rebecca Gibbons, Garen Arnet-
Zagarian and Vedran Radojevic helped to 
motivate the large group of public school 
graduates to hopefully stay active and involved as 
they move on to high school. 
 
 
 
 
Ski Club 
Our SKI CLUB is planning trip during the March 
Break 2009 to French Alps. A small group of 
enthusiastic snowboarders and skiers are going 
again to VAL THORENS – the highest ski resort 
in Europe. If you are interested, please contact Ms. 
Novotny in September! 
 
 
 
Nepean Athletic Banquet - another  
Resounding Success 
On Tuesday June 3rd Nepean held its annual 
athletic banquet celebrating the success of both 
athletes and coaches throughout the 2007-2008 
year.  Once again, the event was held at St. 
Anthony’s soccer hall on Preston Street and 
entertained over 140 of Nepean’s finest coaches 
and athletes. The evening was a wonderful 
celebration of both individual and team 
accomplishments and remains a favourite of many 
graduating athletes as a culmination of athletic 
careers based on the dedication, desire, and 
camaraderie.  The event represents what it truly 
means to be a Nepean Knight and as the evening 
came to a close the major awards winners were 
announced: 

 
 

 
The Vincent Franks Award-Junior Male Athlete of 

the Year 
James Taylor  

 
The Coaches Award-Junior Female Athlete of the 

Year 
Kate Saunders 

 
The Art Cockfield Award 

Chelsey Saunders and Peter  Mor row 
 

The Rick Pollock Award 
Stephan Habicht 

 
The Ann Graham Award 

Rachel Moore 
 
 
 
Yearbook 
Nepean©s Yearbook was another success this year 
thanks to the great work done by the dedicated 
Yearbook staff and its industrious Editors, Claire 
Paulin and Alex Tierney. At the helm of next year©s 
book are Charlotte Moore and Emilie Owens who 
are in the process of completing the Supplement for 
the 2007-2008 school year. The Supplement will be 
ready for pick-up and delivery in September. It will 
be mailed to all graduating students. Students 
interested in working on the 2008-2009 NHS 
Yearbook should keep their eyes and ears open for 
the time and location of the first meeting which will 
be held on 4 September 2008. Students should also 
be aware that photos for next year will need to be 
ordered in advance and payments made on photo 
day. Forms for this will be made available through 
teaching staff. In addition, to facilitate distribution, 
photos will be sent directly to students© homes. 
 
 
 
 
Dates to Remember  
First day of school for 2008-2009 – September 2 
Mini-Timetable Night – September 18 
P.A. Day – October 3 
Thanksgiving – October 13 
Statement of Concern – October 17 
Awards Presentation – October 22 
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Take Grade 9 students to work day – November 5 
Term II starts – November 10 
 
 
L ibrary  
The Nepean High School Library had a very 
successful year, with a new layout, new books and 
newer computers to serve students and teachers.  
Classes booked into the library learned how to 
research using on-line resources like periodical 
databases as well as reference books in print.  
Documenting research properly (in MLA or APA 
style) was also a  major focus this year. 
 
Many students found that the library was the ideal 
place to do schoolwork or pick up the latest 
magazine or novel.  Our graphic novels (Inuyasha, 
Fruits Basket, etc.) and Young Adult fiction (the 
Twilight trilogy by Stephanie Meyer for example) 
have been enormously popular. 
 
Besides hosting classes for research assignments, 
the library served as a venue for many special 
events such as university visits, OSSLT tutoring 
and testing, AP exams, the Vow of Silence (!), the 
Student Vote, Career and Co-op Fairs and 
presentations by several guest speakers including 
MP Paul Dewar, CIDA field-worker Kevin Rex 
and CBC reporter Hadeel Al-Shalchi. 
 
In 2008-2009 we are looking forward to 
welcoming even more classes and individual 
students to do research, finish homework or 
simply read.  The library will continue to add to its 
collection of magazines, popular novels, reference 
books and on-line resources. We will be open 
before classes (from 8.15 AM), during lunch and 
after school (until 3.45 PM).  See you in 
September! 
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