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� The International Lan-
guages and Immersion Depart-
ment is very happy to welcome 
Don Rivera (Joaquin Cuervo  
Rivera).  Don Rivera will be  
teaching first and third year  
Spanish this semester.  We feel 
very fortunate to have found 
him.   

The Department will be partici-
pating in the OCDSB French 
Public Speaking Contest again 
this year.  Students interested in 
participating should speak to 

Mme Pelletier as soon as possi-
ble. We hope to have candidates 
in every category. School candi-
dates will be chosen on February 
26.  This year, the Board contest 
will be held at Glebe Collegiate 
on March 25th.  The provincial 
finals will be at Glendon College 
(York University), in Toronto, 
on May 9th.  Thank you to Mme 
Pelletier for taking on the orga-
nization of this very worthwhile 
competition. 

We will also be preparing a team 

of senior students for the 
«Concours de français langue 
seconde d’Ottawa-Carleton 
2008».  This competition will be 
held at Ottawa University in the 
spring. 

Students who have any questions 
regarding language course selec-
tion for next year are encouraged 
to speak to their teacher or visit 
the school web site where a list 
of available language courses 
and a course sequence has been 
posted. 
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In the music department, second 
semester begins at a feverish pace. 
Preparations are well under way 
for our entries at the Capital Re-
gion Music Festival and for the 
Heritage Music Festival in Bos-
ton. The Drumline is getting ready 
for some very exciting perform-
ances in the community, and 
we’ re already looking ahead to 
our Spring Concert and Music in 
the Park.  

Senior  Stage Band 

The Senior Stage band has been 
invited to perform at the Hilton 
Lac Leamy, February 9th 

for the Ottawa Senator’s Founda-
tion as part of their charitable or-
ganization that helps many worthy 
causes including CHEO.    

Capital Region Music Festival 

The following dates and times are 
important for CRMF. A fee of $10 
is required to cover expenses re-
lated to the festival. Please note 
that the Junior Band members 

(grade 9 students) are paying a fee 
of $15 as transportation will be pro-
vided to them, due to their perform-
ance on school daytime. 

Please pencil in the date and time of 
your child’s festival appearance and 
plan to attend. Your presence cer-
tainly helps in enhancing the con-
centration and enjoyment of our 
band members. 

Tr ip to Boston 

Plans are being finalised for the trip 
to Boston to take part in the Boston 
Heritage Music Festival. All monies 
should now be turned in and per-
mission forms signed. With our de-
parture of April 23rd being much 
closer than it appears, please ensure 
you have applied for required pass-
ports as soon as possible. 

Drumline 

The Drumline combined with the 
Kingston Grenadiers Drum and Bu-
gle Corps on Sunday, February 8th 
for a very exciting and educational 
experience. They also had a blast 
entertaining the students of NHS in 

the buyout basketball game on 
February 10th. Our next event 
will be on March 8th to play for 
the Ottawa 67’s hockey game.  

Following their success with the 
Toy Parade in December, on 
March 14th the line is hoping to 
return to the parade route for the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  

Special Guests 

The NHS music department is 
proud to welcome special guest 
Laurence Ewashko and Daniel 
Gress from the University of Ot-
tawa Department of Music and 
Bobby Cleal, former band direc-
tor at NHS, who have gener-
ously donated their time to work 
with our students. 

Other  Important Dates 

·  Music Night: Wednesday, 
May 13th 

·  Dovercourt Music in the 
Park: Saturday, June 6th (rain 
date Sunday, June 7th) 

 

NHS Band Performance Place Per formance Time Date Show up Time at EOM 

 NHS Junior  Concer t 
Band 

Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

3:00 pm Wednesday, February 25th 2:00 pm 

NHS Intermediate  
Concer t Band 

Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

7:00 pm Thursday, February 26th 6:00 pm 

NHS Senior  Concer t 
Band 

Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

8:30pm Thursday, February 26th 7:30 pm 

Nepean High School  

Safe Sax 

Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

8:10 pm Saturday, February 28 7:15 pm 

NHS Jazz Combo Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

3:30pm Fr iday, March 6th 2:30 pm 

NHS Junior  Jazz Band Ear l of March Secondary 
School, Kanata 

2:30 pm Saturday, March 7th 1:30 pm 
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The English Department wel-
comes Kim Saravanmutto, 
whose voice you may have heard 
most recently on the CBC, as a 
Long Term Occasional teacher. 
We are lucky to have her on our 
team! 

Nepean English  teachers have 
been in the classroom as learners 
– recent professional develop-
ment opportunities focussed on 
improving literacy as well as in-
creasing the presence of technol-
ogy in English classrooms.  A 
recent media literacy workshop 
on podcasting also included a 
gift of 15 headsets for teachers 
and students to explore this me-
dium in the classroom.  

The new Canadian Literature 
Studies (ETC3M) course began 
February 2, 2009.  Currently, 
students are researching histori-
cal, political, regional, and cul-
tural perspectives in order to cre-
ate a working bibliography for 
the course.  We are looking for-
ward to many adventures to-
gether as we construct our un-
derstanding of Canadiana.   

New Book Titles 

Watch for the following titles on 
the nightstands this semester! 
Laurie Halse-Anderson’s novel 
Speak documents an unpopular 
freshman student’s introduction 
to high school after she called 
the cops at an end-of-summer 
party.  This text is being taught 
at the Grade Eleven College 
(ENG3C) level, as well as stud-
ied by select grade nine classes.  

Paulo Coehlo’s The Alchemist is 
another addition to our book op-
tions.  And last but not least 
(according to Aristotle, that is!), 
Sophocles’  legendary version of 
the Oedipus story is being taught 
in some Grade Twelve Univer-
sity (ENG4U) classes.   

Stratford Festival 

Some of our drama enthusiasts 
had the opportunity to visit the 
Shakespeare Festival with the 
Annual Stratford Trip for two 
fabulous days in October.  This 
year, the students attended Ca-
beret, Caesar and Cleopatra, 
and Taming of the Shrew; out of 
the three performances, Christo-
pher Plummer’s Caesar ‘ stole 
the show’ . Stay tuned for details 
about the 2009-10 trip planned 
by Mrs. Meldrum and Miss 
Fryer.   

Semester  1 Enr ichment 

Ms. Shanley took her ENG4U 
students to Carleton University 
in November to use the library 
as well as accompanied several 
Grade Twelve College (ENG4C) 
students along with Miss 
Smith’s ENG3C class to Algon-
quin College’s open house.  
Miss Fryer’s class went to see 
Passchendale.  University of Ot-
tawa professor of English Victo-
ria Burke presented a lecture to 
the ENG4U students on Hamlet 
and the Revenge Tragedy Genre 
in December. As well, Mr. 
Turner’s Twilight Book Club 
members eagerly anticipated the 
release of the film based on the 
best-selling novel.  

We look forward to the adven-
tures ahead in second semester! 
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Students from grade  9 -11 will 
participate in the University of 
Waterloo Mathematics Contests 
(Pascal, Cayley, and Fermat) on 
February 18th, 2009. Grade 12 
Euclid contest will be on April 
7th, 2009. 

 On Wednesday, April 8th, 2009, 
invited grade 9 – 11 students will 
write the problem solving con-
tests – Fryer, Galois, and Hypa-
tia. 

The last two CN math contest are 
on February 24th and March 24th  
- written in room 24N during 
lunch – pizza is ordered for all 
math geeks!!! 
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